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Trailblazer  
Elementary 

9760 S. Hackberry Street 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 

  

Principal 
Molly Gnaegy 

 

Assistant Principal 
Katie Sodaro-Jensen 

 

Main Office 
303-387-6250 

 

Fax 
303-387-6251 

 

Attendance  

303-387-6252  

*Call anytime to report          
absences or late arrivals.  

 

School Hours 
 

First Bell:  8:35 am 
Tardy Bell:  8:40 am 

Dismissal:  3:30 pm 

Delayed Start:  10:10 am 

Office Hours:  8:15am-3:45pm 

 

 

November 2019 

 

            
                   

November 25th - 29th          No SCHOOL  for Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 3rd            PTO/SAC Meeting 
 
December 7th            Breakfast with Santa/TBE Craft Fair 
 
December 20 - January 6     NO SCHOOL for Winter Break  
 
 

 

 

 

 

DCSD Conventional Calendar    

 

 

Important Calendar Dates: 

http://www.rpgteam.smarthomeprice.com/
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A Note from the Principal 

Sponsorship space in this 
newsletter is extremely 
affordable!  

Reach parents in your 
local community & 
support schools!  

Businesses that want to 
sponsor this school, 
please contact TSCA at 
info@tscaschools.com or 
970-239-1641.  

Hello Trailblazer Families, 
 
It’s hard to believe the holiday season is 
already upon us! November is one of my 
favorite months; a month in which I like 
to stop and reflect on all of the things for 
which I am thankful. I am grateful for so 
many things! And one of the things I am 
most thankful for is the amazing 
community at Trailblazer. The students, 
staff, and parents make this a wonderful 
place to come everyday and I am 
honored to be a part of it. 
 
A lot has been going on at Trailblazer, and 
we are excited to share what’s happening 
“behind the scenes”. We recently 
reviewed our Unified Improvement Plan 
and Building Leadership Team plan with 
our SAC, and are continually working 
toward the goals identified in those plans.  
 
As a building, we have three main areas 
of focus: Social Emotional Learning, 
Reading, and Writing, and our 
professional development throughout 
the year is designed to support these 
areas.   
In order to support our Social Emotional 
Learning goal, we have recently 
implemented Zones of Regulation 
throughout the building. This is a Social 
Emotional Learning curriculum in which 
students identify how they are feeling 
and learn strategies to help them 
regulate their emotions. Our counselor 
has also provided each classroom with a 
Mindfulness Kit which will be used to 
help support students in the classroom. 
Thank you to our wonderful PTO for 
funding that! 
Our academic goals are always at the 
forefront of our minds. Grade level teams 
and administration meet every other 
week to look at data and to determine 

next steps for each of our students and 
for the grade level as a whole. Our district 
assessment team has also been working 
with our teachers to analyze data, 
determine areas of growth, and create 
plans for specific content areas and skills.  
Teachers have done an excellent job 
using data to best meet each student’s 
needs and to drive their instruction. 
Great things are happening! 
 
We want to thank you for your generosity 
this month! Our food drive was a huge 
success! In addition to helping multiple 
families with Thanksgiving baskets, we 
were able to contribute quite a bit of 
food to a local food bank. We collected 
much more food than we ever thought 
we would, so thank you! 
 
I hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving 
break, and lots of time with family and 
friends. This time of year goes by so fast, 
so I hope you are able to take some time 
to appreciate all of the special moments 
you have. We are so grateful for your 
support and for the children you share 
with us every day! 

mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com
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Name:  Jenny Newnham 
 
What is your role at TBE?   I am the Speech Language 
Pathology Assistant (SLPA). I work with students with 
a variety of communication problems under the 
supervision of the school speech pathologist. 
How long have you been at TBE?  This is my first year 
at Trailblazer, but I have worked as an SLPA in the 
district for twelve years, always at elementary level. I 
am moved around according to school needs and 
usually cover at least two schools. 
 
What do you like most about working at our school?  
I love having only one school this year! It allows me to 
really feel part of the Trailblazer community. I’m lucky 
to be working with a great special education team as 
well. This year I have several students who have 
‘talkers’ to help them communicate and who are 
working hard to learn to use their devices. Trailblazer 
students have been so accepting and welcoming in 
their classrooms to these special friends.  
 
Do you have a memorable moment at TBE you 
would like to share? I enjoy events that bring the 
school together and allow our special needs students 
to participate along with everyone else. The Fun Run 
was a great example of that, with staff, students and 
parents joining together for a wonderful day.  
 
What do you enjoy doing in your free time? My 
husband and I both feel so lucky to be living in 

beautiful Colorado. We enjoy being outside, working 
in the yard or going for walks. We also like to hike in 
the mountains when we can get away. Most of all, we 
enjoy spending time with Lucas, our grandson. He is 
almost three and keeps us busy! 
 
What is one thing people wouldn't know about you?  
I am originally from England but as I’ve lived in 
Colorado for twenty three years I have lost a lot of my 
accent. I spent my teenage years  on the Isle of Man, 
which my family still call home. It’s a tiny island 
between England and Ireland. Motorcycle fans will 
know the TT Races and cat lovers will have heard of 
Manx cats, the ones with no tails! 
 
Three words to describe you: Considerate, 
organized, adventurous. 
 
 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT – November 

https://www.afw.com/Images/uploaded/Community Page/TBLZR_Invite18.pdf
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HEALTHROOM INSIGHTS 

November is American Diabetes Month!  
 
You probably know someone or care for someone 
with Type 1 or Type 2 Diabetes in your life.  
 

Did you know (from the diabetes.org website):  
“1.25 million Americans have Type 1 Diabetes and 
40,000 people will be diagnosed with it this year. Type 
1 diabetes occurs at every age, in people of every 
race, and of every shape and size. There is no shame 
in having it, and you have a community of people 
ready to support you. If you have type 1 diabetes, it 
means that your pancreas does not produce insulin. It 
requires monitoring your blood sugar and 
administering multiple daily insulin injections with a 
pen, a syringe, or a pump.” 
 
“Type 2 diabetes is the most common form of 
diabetes—and it means that your body doesn’t use 
insulin properly. And while some people can control 
their blood sugar levels with healthy eating and 
exercise, others may need medication or insulin to 
help manage it. A key part of managing type 2 
diabetes is maintaining a healthy diet. Fitness is 
another key to managing type 2.”  
 
For more information and support, visit 
www.diabetes.org.  

Camp Kindness/Thanksgiving 
Food Drive: 

The November Badge focused on Gratitude and tied 
in to the non-perishable canned food drive 
sponsored by the SLC (Student Leadership Council.) 
The Trailblazer 
Community never 
fails to disappoint us 
with their kindness 
and generosity! 
Thanksgiving 
baskets, complete 
with a turkey, salad 
and dessert will go 
along with these 
items to local 
families. All extras 
will be donated to a 
local food bank.  
Thank you and hope 
you had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving!  

Food Collected  

Basket each family received  

https://www.longmontdairy.com/home-delivery/


      PBIS Theme of the Month  

 
Our Theme this month was gratitude and students decorated the walls with their reasons to be grateful.  
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                                   KINDIE THANKSGIVING FEAST 

Friday, November 22nd the Kindergarten classes invited their families to enjoy a Thanksgiving feast in their classrooms. 
Students made hats and placemats and talked about thankfulness and gratitude.  

http://www.medved.com/
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                                   Happenings Around Trailblazer 

  Turkey for Perky      
 

On Friday, November 22nd, the First Grade classes performed “Turkey for Perky” for friends and family. The story 
follows a little girl who does not want Turkey for Thanksgiving. In the end she chooses pizza and her puppy, “Perky” 
doesn’t get the Turkey she usually feeds him!                                                         
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                                   Happenings Around Trailblazer 

       4th Grade Play: Tall Tales                                                           
 
The Fourth Graders performed their self directed “Tall Tales” plays for parents and family on Thursday, November 21st 
and Friday, November 22nd. Stories included, Paul Bunyan, Johnny Appleseed, Davy Crockett and more! Students 
created their own props and costumes as well.  
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                                   Happenings Around Trailblazer 

 Makey Makey  
 

Students in the 6th Grade utilized the Makey Makey 
tools to learn STEM concepts including circuitry and 
coding. Makey Makey is an invention kit for the 21st 
century. It turns everyday objects into touchpads and 
combines them with the internet. It's an invention kit for 
doing art, engineering, and everything in between.  

 
 

SOCKTOBER Update 
Trailblazer participated in SOCKTOBER, a nationwide 
campaign to donate socks to homeless shelters.  Socks are 
one of the most requested items among shelters. Last year, 
more than 10,000 schools, families, businesses, and 
churches rallied together to bring Socktober to life. People 
from every state and continent have taken part in 
Socktober! As a school, we raised 1,435 pains of new 
socks!  That is more than double from last year.  Great job 
TBE!!  
 

WESTERRA CREDIT UNION GRANT 
Westerra Credit Union delivered a grant written by Diane 
Fulwider in the amount of $500! The grant is to be used to 
purchase adaptive toys for our students with severe needs. 
Congrats to Ms. Fulwider! 
 



The PTO hosted our annual Chili Cook Off on Friday, November 8th.  Competitors took home prizes in four categories: 
Best Staff Chili, Best Parent Chili, Best Student Chili and Best Decorations. We also had a visit from firefighters who let 
students take a look at their firetruck! Congrats to the winners!  
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PTO News  

Best Student Chili: Jay Mielke  
Best Staff Chili: Randi Smiertelny 
Best Parent Chili: Amy Fournier 

Best Decorations: Aeris Bolton  

Firemen enjoying the chili!  
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– November 

Kindergarten 

      Ms. Horsford                                                    Ms. Dawson                                                  Ms. Harder

  Natalie Santiago                               Gwynn McKissick                                   Aidan Ullom  

1st Grade 

         Ms. Prins                            Ms. Heinemann

        Ms. Edgett                                                     Ms. Gleaton                                                 Ms. Peachey                                  

3rd Grade 

   Paige Hindman              Declan Heinrich  

 Gabriella Gonzalez                            Nevaeh Goodnoh                                 Ashlyn Beke  

2nd Grade 

        Jazzy Munoz           Hayden Cummings  

          Ms. Henley                            Ms. Tesar                               
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– November  

4th Grade 

              Ms. Casey                                                     Ms. Harris                                            Ms. Walker  

            Ms. Swier                                                      Ms. Faltys                                              Ms. Anzlovar  

5th Grade 

       Landon Parks                                    Kale Dawson                          Madeline Ferguson  

6th Grade 

                                            Ms. Hoover                                                   Mr. Boligitz  

                               Sophia Godby                                       Ethan Juhl  

      Erica McDonald                                  Oliver Buda                                      Kyle Juhl  



Parent Portal 

 
Click Here to access the parent 
portal. 

Express Online 

Payments 

 
Click here for all TBE/DCSD 

Lunch Menu 

 
Click here to access the 
lunch menu.  

 

Page 13 November 2019 The  TRAILBLAZER  COMPASS 

Quick Links 

https://www.tbeexplorers.org/parent-portal
https://www.tbeexplorers.org/pay-fees-online
https://www.tbeexplorers.org/lunch-payments-info
mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com

