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April 2020 

Letter From the  Principal 

Hello Trailblazer Community, 
 
Well, it sure is a shame that I’m writing this edition of the Compass Newsletter 
during a very tough time of remote learning due to the Coronavirus.  March 9, the 
week before Spring Break seemed fairly normal until about Tuesday when our 
school district began discussing the idea of not returning after break due to this 
new virus.  The TBE staff was dumbfounded at that idea but as the week went on it 
seemed like a good idea to take some time after Spring Break to deep clean the 
building and let the virus pass. Well, little did we know... It’s April 6 and we’ve just 
learned that we will be continuing with our remote learning plan all the way 
through the end of the school year.  When we got the news from our 
Superintendent on Friday, a tremendous sense of sadness came over every staff 
member at Trailblazer. We had a staff meeting at the end of the day on Friday and 
tried to process the fact that we wouldn’t see each other or our students again in 
person this school year. As we processed our feelings together, we knew our 
students would be sad and disappointed and that we would quickly need to be 
strong for them.  How would we be able to process our own grief, sadness and 
shock and still continue to move forward to make plans for the students that we so 
deeply care about? Teachers are strong for their students! We will reach deep 
down and work together to create a remote learning plan that will focus on all the 
right things.   
 
While academics are important and we are all concerned about losing face to face 
time in the classroom, we will pick up in August and make sure our students have 
the time to review and catch up.  But we have hope that during this time of remote 
learning, our students might learn some even more important skills...what if our 
kids actually come out as better people? What if they learn to be more creative, 
figure out how to not “be bored” and entertain themselves? What if they learn to 
enjoy the simple things like playing in their backyard, noticing spring flowers 
popping up in April?  What if they learn the value of a dollar and learn to stretch 
their money? What if they learn to talk about selecting a movie to watch with their 
family and the importance of being able to give and take? What if our children learn 
to be good sports while playing endless games of cards with their family? What if 
they learn patience and perseverance while doing a 500 piece puzzle? In the end, 
after we stay apart so we can be together, we hope our students can hopefully learn 
some valuable lessons during this time.  
 
Continued on next page….. 
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Letter From the Principal 

Thank you to all of you who are working from home, who are taking care of others, or who know someone who is 
suffering from this terrible virus. Thank you to all of you who are trying your very best to balance this new way of 
life.  We appreciate your patience with us as we too balance being parents, daughters, sons and spouses and strive 
to understand how to bring your children the best virtual learning experiences we can over the next two months. 
Our main goal is to help your children connect to school and engage in fun, meaningful learning.  If you have 
questions, please reach out to us. If you feel that your child’s assignments don't fit your family’s needs right now, 
please let us know. Hang in there! We’ll get through this by supporting each other as the Trailblazer Community! 
We are here for you! 
 

 
 
 

Principal, Trailblazer Elementary  
 
 
 
  

http://www.rpgteam.smarthomeprice.com/


Grizzly Gives Week  

As part of the ThunderRidge Grizzly feeder system, Trailblazer participated in Grizzly Gives Week from March 2nd 
through the 6th. Grizzly Gives week is a feeder wide initiative to raise money for families in need through the Caruso 
Family Charities Foundation. Our initial fundraising goal was $550, but through a fierce effort by staff, students and 
parents… we reached and WAY surpassed that goal to raise over $1,600.00! Our principals and senior members of the 
Student Leadership Council were there to present the check to ThunderRidge on Friday, March 6th. While we raised 
the money - we had so much fun! Penny Wars, theme dress up days, popcorn and lolipop sales all contributed to our 
fundraising efforts. Way to go TBE!!  
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http://www.siliconstemacademy.com/
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The TBE Chess Club culminated with a tournament on Tuesday, March 3rd.  It was a highly tense, elimination 
bracket of players from all ages and grades. The final table was a match between Gavin Hepting and Carter 
Neill, with Gavin prevailing in a fight to the end, as first place champ! Carter came in second place and third 
place was earned by Kaden Mullins. Thanks to Mr. Roszmann for sponsoring this club!  

Chess Club Tournament  

mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com
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Battle of the Books  

TBE’s 3rd/4th and 5th/6th Battle of the Books Teams competed at the school level, interschool level and District level. 
Our 3rd/4th Team brought home the District Championship title this year! Congratulations to the BLASTING 
BOOKWORMS and all of the parent volunteers, especially Heather Clark and Juanita McDonald, who worked very 
hard to make this happen.  
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                                           Camp Kindness  

The March theme of Camp Kindness was “JOY.” Students collected used books to donate to another school in need 
and bring them joy. The theme of “Joy” was also incorporated into our Grizzly Gives efforts.  
 

http://www.hrcaonline.org/camps
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Remote Learning  

This month has brought us one of the most unique educational challenges and situations that we have ever seen. In the 
face of a global pandemic, administrators, teachers, students and parents have turned on a dime with as much grace 
and effort as possible to bring remote learning to life at Trailblazer Elementary School. Students were provided with 
technology as needed and teachers prepared for a new way of teaching and reaching their students. We appreciate all 
of the partnerships with parents and guardians and look forward to doing our very best as we work our way through 
this strange time.  

http://www.medved.com/
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Virtual Spirit Week 1  

In an effort to keep our spirits up, TBE started a Virtual Spirit Week program! The first week was so much fun! Students 
and staff posted photos and videos of themselves on Facebook and Twitter participating in fitness, creativity, musical 
talents, animal appreciation and reading in your Spirit Wear! It really brightened up everyone’s day to see all of you out 
there having fun and learning in different ways! Keep it up and look forward to more to come!  
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Healthroom Insights 

 
Did you Know…? Life is Better With Clean Hands!  

 
The CDC has launched Life is Better with Clean Hands, a national campaign encouraging adults and children to make 
clean hands a healthy habit at home and away. 
 
Washing your hands is easy, and it’s one of the most effective ways to prevent the spread of germs. Studies have 
shown that hand washing can prevent 1 in 3 diarrhea-related illnesses and 1 in 5 respiratory infections, such as a cold 
or the flu. IT is also one of the top ways to prevent the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Follow these five steps every time. 
1. Wet your hands with clean, running water (warm or cold), turn off the tap, and apply soap. 

2. Lather your hands by rubbing them together with the soap. Lather the backs of your hands, between your fingers, 

and under your nails. 

3. Scrub your hands for at least 20 seconds. Need a timer? Hum the “Happy Birthday” song from beginning to end 

twice. 

4. Rinse your hands well under clean, running water. 

5. Dry your hands using a clean towel or air dry them. 

 
If soap and water aren’t available, you can use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol. 
 
For more information on Life is Better with Clean Hands, a campaign promotion toolkit, free posters, and other 
resources for promoting handwashing, visit www.cdc.gov/handwashing. 

  
 

 

https://www.longmontdairy.com/home-delivery/
http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing
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Healthroom Insights 



Mother/Son Night  
 

Our amazing PTO hosted another fun Mother/Son Night on March 6th at TBE. Moms and sons NERF battled in the 
dark and fog in an epic Glow War! Huge thanks to Emily Mielke for chairing the event and the many donations and 
volunteers who made it happen!  
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PTO News  
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– March 

Kindergarten 

      Ms. Horsford                                                    Ms. Dawson                                                 Ms. Harder

  Zach Hendricks                               Gus Giunta                            Eleanor Fredericks  

1st Grade 

         Ms. Prins                             Ms. Heinemann

        Ms. Edgett                                                      Ms. Gleaton                                                 Ms. Peachey                                  

3rd Grade 

  Anna Thompson         Jackson Baldovinos     

     Stella Proano                                      Alanna Paine                                        Levi Kunz   

2nd Grade 

      Spencer Hill               Brooke Mattinson                                                             

         Ms. Henley                             Ms. Tesar                              
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– March 

4th Grade 

              Ms. Casey                                                     Ms. Harris                                            Ms. Walker  

             Ms. Swier                                                     Ms. Faltys                                               Ms. Anzlovar  

5th Grade 

       Alexa Zaichko                              Abby Adams                           Simone Cahill  

6th Grade 

                                            Mr. Boligitz                                                   Ms. Hoover                                                    

                            Teagan Crawford                           Nora Sumpter          

          Lexi Wood                                       Oksana Kunz                                  Leah Kibble   


