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Trailblazer  
Elementary 

9760 S. Hackberry Street 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 

  

Principal 
Molly Gnaegy 

 

Assistant Principal 
Katie Sodaro-Jensen 

 

Main Office 
303-387-6250 

 

Fax 
303-387-6251 

 

Attendance  

303-387-6252  

*Call anytime to report          
absences or late arrivals.  

 

School Hours 
 

First Bell:  8:35 am 
Tardy Bell:  8:40 am 

Dismissal:  3:30 pm 

Delayed Start:  10:10 am 

Office Hours:  8:15am-3:45pm 

 

 

January 2020 

 
  
 
 
February 4th                         PTO/SAC Meetings 
 
February 8th                         PTO Daddy/Daughter Dance 
 
February 12th                       Noodles and Co. Fundraiser Night  
 
February 14th - 17th           President’s Day Weekend - NO SCHOOL 
 
March 3rd                              PTO/SAC Meeting 
      
                   

 
 

 

DCSD Conventional Calendar    

Important Calendar Dates: 

http://www.rpgteam.smarthomeprice.com/
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A Note from the Principal 

Sponsorship space in this 
newsletter is extremely 
affordable!  

Reach parents in your 
local community & 
support schools!  

Businesses that want to 
sponsor this school, 
please contact TSCA at 
info@tscaschools.com or 
970-239-1641.  

Happy New Year Trailblazer Families! 
Welcome back to the second semester of 
our 2019-2020 school year. I hope your 
family had time to rest, relax and spend 
time together over the winter break. I felt 
so fortunate to have the time to 
celebrate with my adult children who 
traveled home to Colorado. The time 
away refreshed our wonderful staff to be 
ready to provide a positive learning 
environment for your children. 
 
As a Kindergarten, First Grade and 
Second Grade teacher, I always loved 
January and February the most. From a 
teacher’s perspective, my students made 
the most growth in these months. The 
holidays were over, it was cold outside 
and Spring Break was too far off to start 
counting down the days. By January, my 
students knew the routines, they knew 
the expectations and their leadership 
skills grew as much as their academic 
skills. It’s a magical time of year and I 
hope you are seeing tremendous growth 
and maturity in your children as well! 

 
Math and “Flexing Up” 

In the past at Trailblazer, your child’s 
teacher may have informed you that your 
child performed at a high level on a 
particular math assessment and that they 
were going to “Flex up” to the next grade. 
When I came to Trailblazer last year, I 
was glad to see that this practice was in 
place. After reviewing some processes at 
Trailblazer and the implementation of 
iReady - a quality assessment tool that 
helps us track student progress several 
times throughout the school year, we are 
now better able to track student skill 
development.  
Our staff is currently working to create a 
set of criteria to use when analyzing 
student performance throughout the 
school year. This criteria will help 
teachers know where to place students to 

make sure they have a solid foundation 
while still challenging them to reach their 
potential.   
 
Our “Flex Up” groups will become more 
fluid as we use iReady and classroom 
performance to determine students 
current levels in math. Teachers will look 
at data at the end of each semester and 
adjust their groups to make sure students 
are receiving the instruction at their level. 
This could look like a student moving up a 
grade because they’ve scored in the 90% 
and above range and then maybe moving 
back to their grade to shore up some 
foundational skills the next semester.  
Again, we’d like this to be more of a fluid 
process rather than a one time decision 
that isn’t monitored. 
 
We want to make sure that students 
don’t have holes in their learning that will 
hinder them in the future from excelling 
in math.  Please let us know if you have 
any questions or would like to discuss the 
topic of flexing in math. 
 

Budget Season 
While January and February were my 
favorite months as a teacher, they are 
not my favorite months as a principal.  
Budget season is upon us. Principals 
across Douglas County School District will 
receive their budgets on January 29th for 
the 2020-2021 school year. As you may or 
may not know, our budget is based on 
student enrollment. 2021. We were 
asked to accept or decline the district’s  
projection last week. We base our 
acceptance or rejection on estimates and 
hopes! December’s early kindergarten 
registration gave us an early idea of how 
many kindergarteners we will have next 
year. Unfortunately, it’s nearly impossible 
to estimate who will leave and who will 
enroll.  
 
Continued on next page…. 

mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com


A Note from the Principal 

Budget Season 
As we begin to build TBE’s budget, it’s very helpful for us to know if families have plans to move or withdraw - no 
questions asked. Our enrollment drives our budget and determines how many teachers and support staff we can hire 
to support our students. Our balanced budget is due February 14.   
 

 
How You Can Get Involved and Support Your Child’s Education? 

PTO Meeting 
Our next PTO Meeting is Tuesday, February 11th at 4:30.   
 
SAC Meeting 
Our next SAC meeting will be on Tuesday, February 4 at 5:45. We will discuss Trailblazer’s budget and staffing as well as 
a possible new math curriculum.  We hope you can attend. 
 
Support Your Student’s Education at Home - 10 tips 
As a parent, you can do your part at home to reinforce this important family-school partnership. To help prepare your 
children for school readiness to stay on track and expand their learning opportunities: 
Set up a daily family routine, including healthy eating and sleeping habits 
 
 Provide a place and time at home for homework 
 
 Check on assignments, homework and projects 
 
 Talk each day with your child about his/her activities 
 
 Promote literacy by reading to your child and by reading yourself 
 
 Limit and monitor TV watching, gaming, social media and computer time 
 
 Express high expectations and standards for your child’s learning 
 
 Attend parent-teacher conferences, Open House and Back-To-School events 
 
 Participate in decisions that affect your child’s education 
 
 Tap into community resources with visits to a library, museum, zoo or theater and encourage participation in after-

school clubs, sports and art activities 
 

 
 
 
 

     Principal, Trailblazer Elementary  
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Name:  Chris Heinemann 
 
What is your role at TBE?   First Grade Teacher 
How long have you been at TBE? This is my 20th 
year and my 25th year of teaching grade, but I'm 
only 29 years old! 
 
What do you like most about working at our 
school?  I love the community!   Both of my kids 
went to TBE! 
 
Do you have a memorable moment at TBE you 
would like to share?  I love hatching baby chicks 
each spring with my students.   It's always so 
exciting and I never get tired of doing it each 
year. 
 
What do you enjoy doing in your free time? I 
enjoy camping, hiking, eating at restaurants and 
spending time with my family. 
 
What is one thing people wouldn't know about 
you?  I taught my son when he was in first 
grade... 16 years ago!! 
 
Three words to describe you: Kind, adventurous, 
easy-going   

STAFF SPOTLIGHT – December/January 

https://www.afw.com/Images/uploaded/Community Page/TBLZR_Invite18.pdf
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                                           Heathroom Insights  

Interesting Facts About the Human Body: 
 

Did You Know…? 
 
 You'll be about 1cm shorter when you go to bed at night compared to when you wake up in the morning. Your 

cartilage in your spine slowly compresses throughout the day. 
 We are more likely to catch a cold from a person by shaking his hand than from their sneeze. So wash your hands! 
 There is more bacteria in your mouth than the human population of the United States and Canada combined. 
 There are more living organisms on the skin of a single human being than there are human beings on the surface of 

the earth. 
 The human hand contains three main nerves, two major arteries and 27 different bones - more of the body is 

devoted to controlling the hands than any other part of the body. 
 Over 90% of diseases are caused or complicated by stress. Take time to relax for your health! 
 

https://www.nextlevelsports.com/Default.aspx?tabid=1002369
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Battle of the Books 

Friday, January 
10th was our 
annual School 
Battle for the 
Douglas County 
Battle of the 
Books.  Our 3rd/4th 
grade teams and 
our 5th/6th grade 
teams have been 
reading 10 books 
selected by the 
Douglas County 
Library since 
September and 
attending meetings 
every Friday 
morning. During 
the battle the 
teams answered trivia questions about the books they 
read and our Douglas County Librarians came to 
officiate the battles! Students from our teams have 
been selected to represent Trailblazer to battle against 
other schools. The first Interschool Battle is at the 
Douglas County Library on January 29th at 4:30 and 
5:00.  Good luck TBE! 
  
Our school winners were: 
3rd/4th - Team ”Blasting Bookworms” 
5th/6th - Team “I Won.” 

Apple Award Nominees 

Congratulations to our two Apple Award nominees: 
Matthew Roszmann and Jordan Reugge!  

Matt is our awesome Affective Needs Teacher and 
was nominated in the Certified Employee category 
and Jordan, one of our incredible Affective Needs 
(AN) Education Specialists (EA) was nominated in 
the Classified Employee category. We wish them 
luck and are all rooting for them!  

http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07egvj2na0102f57c3&llr=n7wqokfab
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                                            Spelling Bee  

Our annual Spelling Bee took place on Monday, January 13th and included Trailblazer’s 25 top spellers.  

Our winner, and reigning champion was Timothy Kramer from Ms. Swier’s 6th Grade Class. He will represent TBE in the 
District competition. The runner up is Jackson Freeman from Ms. Falty’s 6th grade class.  If for some reason Timothy 
cannot be present, Jackson will represent TBE! Congratulations to all of our amazing students! 

http://www.medved.com/


 
Our December Camp Kindness badge theme 
was Giving. Classrooms earned their badge by 
“Elfing” another classroom with holiday 
decorations and kind messages. Students also 
made handmade cards for Colorado Children’s 
Hospital that were given out to children during 
the holidays.  
 
 
Our January Camp Kindness activity was 
raising money for Pennies for Patients.  Each 
classroom was tasked to raise $50 in support 
of this program which benefits The Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society's (LLS) efforts to raise funds 
for blood cancer research, patient support 
services and advocacy programs. As a 
Leukemia survivor herself, Ms. Swier was 
inspired to bring this program to TBE not only 
to pay it forward for her own recovery, but 
also for one of her current students and a 
current parent in her classroom who are also 
survivors. As of this publication, students have 
raised almost $3,000!  
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Camp Kindness  

https://www.longmontdairy.com/home-delivery/


We had a great time at Breakfast with Santa and the TBE Craft Fair on December 7th! Teachers and staff flipped and 
served pancakes and sausage while the kids had a visit with Santa!  
 
Thank you to all who came and contributed. As a special treat, the Thunderridge Honors Choir serenaded us with 
carols! 
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PTO News  



Cookies and Canvas 
 

Our PTO sponsored Cookies and Canvas on Friday, January 24th. Instructed and Chaired by Kristin Hochstetler, 
students and their parents were guided step by step through a painting of a dreamcatcher. Cookies and hot cocoa 
were served during the breaks. 
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PTO News  
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– December 

Kindergarten 

      Ms. Horsford                                                    Ms. Dawson                                                  Ms. Harder

   Delilah Paulsen                                Jordan Sells                                   Emma Sinai  

1st Grade 

         Ms. Prins                            Ms. Heinemann

        Ms. Edgett                                                     Ms. Gleaton                                                 Ms. Peachey                                  

3rd Grade 

   Charlie Freeman             Eden Reitsema  

  

2nd Grade 

       Emma Ingram             Olivia Mikrut  

          Ms. Henley                            Ms. Tesar                               
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– December  

4th Grade 

              Ms. Casey                                                     Ms. Harris                                            Ms. Walker  

            Ms. Swier                                                     Ms. Faltys                                              Ms. Anzlovar  

5th Grade 

         Lilah Cate                                 Connor Johns                          Zach Edwards  

6th Grade 

                                            Ms. Hoover                                                   Mr. Boligitz  

 

        Kira Riescher                                Jackson Crawford                       Jasmine Baldovinos  



 

Page 13 January 2020 The  TRAILBLAZER  COMPASS 

EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– January 

Kindergarten 

      Ms. Horsford                                                    Ms. Dawson                                                  Ms. Harder

    Grace Striegel                              Owen Mander                            Bryson Paladini  

1st Grade 

         Ms. Prins                            Ms. Heinemann

        Ms. Edgett                                                     Ms. Gleaton                                                 Ms. Peachey                                  

3rd Grade 

     Mia Jimenez                    Kylie Jensen  

      Andre Yoder                                     Tristan Collier                                  Avery Houghton  

2nd Grade 

      Claire Widmier           Freddy Rakestraw    

          Ms. Henley                            Ms. Tesar                               
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– January  

4th Grade 

              Ms. Casey                                                     Ms. Harris                                            Ms. Walker  

            Ms. Swier                                                     Ms. Faltys                                              Ms. Anzlovar  

5th Grade 

      Llyode Benell                               Callan Crabb              Christopher Kramarczyk  

6th Grade 

                                            Ms. Hoover                                                   Mr. Boligitz  

                                Carter Neill                                Taylor Freeman  

       Casey Whitley                               Jackson Freeman                            MJ Laxamana  



Parent Portal 

 
Click Here to access the parent 
portal. 

Express Online 

Payments 

 
Click here for all TBE/DCSD 

Lunch Menu 

 
Click here to access the 
lunch menu.  
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Quick Links 

https://www.tbeexplorers.org/parent-portal
https://www.tbeexplorers.org/pay-fees-online
https://www.tbeexplorers.org/lunch-payments-info
mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com

