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Trailblazer  
Elementary 

9760 S. Hackberry Street 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129 

  

Principal 
Molly Gnaegy 

 

Assistant Principal 
Katie Sodaro-Jensen 

 

Main Office 
303-387-6250 

 

Fax 
303-387-6251 

 

Attendance  

303-387-6252  

*Call anytime to report absences 
or late arrivals.  

 

School Hours 
 

First Bell:  8:35 am 
Tardy Bell:  8:40 am 

Dismissal:  3:30 pm 

Delayed Start:  10:10 am 

Office Hours:  8:15am-3:45pm 

 

 

August 2019 

 

                              
September 3rd -6th  6th Grade Outdoor Education 
 
September 10th        Cold Stone Creamery Night, 5-8 pm 
 
September 18th        Skate City Fun Night “Root Beer Float” Party, 6-8pm 
 
September 20             NO SCHOOL, Teacher Work Day  
 
September 23rd         Picture Retake Day 
 
September 27th         Boosterthon FUN RUN 
 
October 1st                 PTO and SAC Meetings, 4:30 pm 

 

 

DCSD Conventional Calendar    

 

 

 

Important Calendar Dates: 

http://www.rpgteam.smarthomeprice.com/
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A Note from the Principal 

Dear Trailblazer Families, 
Welcome back to a great school year!  I’m 
so pleased to be able to start the year off 
fresh with all of our staff and students.  
Ms. Sodaro-Jensen and I have been 
planning for the new year and can’t wait 
to do the work needed to continue 
Trailblazer’s path to excellence! We’re 
very thankful for the passing of the 
Bond/Mill as it provided a brand new roof 
for our school.  The crew worked very 
hard over the summer to complete the 
huge task and we’re proud to say it’s 99% 
complete.  The final few steps will be 
completed within the week. We’re so 
happy to have several new staff members 
join the Trailblazer teaching family this 
school year.  They’ve seamlessly come on 
board and are already making a positive 
impact on our school. I hope you enjoy 
reading their bios in the newsletter. 
  
 
August Professional Development 
Our teachers started the school year off 
by learning together at our August PLC 
Days. We transitioned back to school with 
several team building activities, a review 
of literacy instruction expectations, a visit 
from DCSD’s Wellness department to 
share resources available to teachers to 
support Social Emotional Learning in the 
classroom and finished up with 
discussions and training about the new 
Colorado Academic Standards (CAS) that 
will be implemented next school year.  
The CAS drive our instruction in the 
classroom so we want to be ready for full 
implementation by year’s end. The four 
days we spent together learning set the 
tone for a great school year filled with 
collaboration and positive energy. 
 
 
 

 
 Trailblazer’s Theme - “Surprise Yourself” 
Thank you to those of you who were able 
to attend Back to School Night last week.  
Your attendance demonstrates support 
for your child’s teacher and begins the 
partnership that we hope to have with 
each family. Our new theme “Surprise 
Yourself” was also shared at BTSN.  We 
are encouraging staff AND students to 
take risks, step outside of their comfort 
zones, try new things, make new friends - 
and who knows, you might just “Surprise 
Yourself”! Each month there will be a 
theme to support Surprise Yourself.  
August’s theme was Courage. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enrollment at Trailblazer 
We are excited to share that enrollment 
at Trailblazer is UP!  We are currently 10 
students above our projection and hope 
that trend continues.  Our front office 
staff continue to give tours to new 
families and we hope the word continues 
to spread that Trailblazer is an excellent 
school. 
 
Continued on next page…... 

mailto:rob@tscacolorado.com
http://www.girlscoutsofcolorado.org/join
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A Note from the Principal 

THANK YOU TBE PTO! 
I couldn’t be more thankful to our PTO for supporting a grant request that was proposed by the administration 
and staff at our August 13th meeting. After raising money for three years for a beautiful playground, we got a 
little behind on technology for students.  Our ratio of devices to students was a bit below the neighborhood 
schools and while the Bond/Mill provided some relief, we still lagged behind. Our goal is for our students to 
have equal access to technology when they need it and thanks to PTO, our ratio is now much more in line with 
the 21st century!  We value a balance between making sure our students have access to devices that enhance 
learning and keeping screen time to a minimum.  
  
Grant Request: Half was granted now. The other  half will be granted after  a successful Fun Run in 
September. 
 

 38 more iPads and covers for grades K-2 
 

 14 charging stations for Chromebooks 
 

 4 document cameras for classrooms 
 

 20 walkie talkies - security for teachers at recess etc. 
 
I hope your child is off to a great start at Trailblazer!  Remember to keep the doors of communication open 
with your child’s teacher. Don’t be shy about asking questions or ways to support learning at home. My door is 
always open and I welcome conversations about anything related to the well-being of your child! 
 
Fondly, 

http://www.hifivelittleton.com/
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TBE New Staff Spotlight  

Ms. Christine Cutter, PE Teacher 
I grew up in California and went to college at the University of Colorado, Boulder.  I spent 5 
years as a special educational assistant in Douglas County before I received my teaching 
license in physical education. I love surfing, snowboarding, traveling, and hiking with my dog, 
family, and friends. 

Ms. Dana Grachek, Music Teacher  
I graduated from Florida State University this past spring with a Bachelor’s Degree in Music 
Education (Go Noles). I have been playing the clarinet for 10 years, performed in the 2013 
Macy's Day Parade, Toronto Music Festival, Grand Nationals at Lucas Oil Stadium, and the 
ACC Peach bowl. I am originally from Clearwater Beach, Florida and will be celebrating my 
first month in Colorado this weekend! I am still very much adjusting to the dry altitude, I 
plans on hiking and exploring all that CO has to offer. 

Ms. Natasha Fose, Mild/Moderate Special Education Teacher 
I am a Colorado native, third generation who grew up in Evergreen. I attended the University 
of Northern Colorado and have been in education for 12 years working as a preschool 
teacher, paraprofessional supporting students needs, interventionist, and as a special 
education teacher.  Most of my teaching experience has been working in K-8 schools, 
working with low-income families and students who are learning English as a Second 
Language. I loved working with students from around the world and learning about their 
culture. As an educator, I am a lifelong learner and continue to grow in my profession. I 
completed my Master's Degree in special education.  My goal is to go back to school and get 
my doctorate. I have two children, a daughter named Dilynn who is in 2nd grade and a son 

named Noah who is in Kindergarten. As a mom, it has been amazing watching them learn and grow. My husband and 
I just recently celebrated our 10-year anniversary. As a family, we like to go camping. I am also very passionate about 
racing in triathlons because I love to swim and bike.  This is my first year at Trailblazer Elementary and I am excited to 
work with students and find out how they learn best. 

Bryan Swalley, Mild/Moderate Special Education Teacher 
I was born and raised in Centennial Colorado and have lived in Colorado my whole life.  I 
attended Azusa Pacific University for my undergraduate studies and completed my Masters 
in Special Education with Grand Canyon University.  For the past 5 years I have worked as a 
dean for a multi-district charter school serving at-risk youth. I am joining Trailblazer as a 
Mild/ Moderate Learning Specialist and I am excited to spend more time with students in 
the classroom! My wife Jocelyn and I have 3 children Lola (12), Eli (10), and Jayden (5).  I 
enjoy golfing, skiing, fishing and cheering on the Colorado sports teams (especially the 
Broncos). 
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TBE New Staff Spotlight  

Ms. Elizabeth Bates, School Counselor 
My name is Elizabeth and I am the new School Counselor at TBE. I am so excited to be here. 
My family moved to Colorado a year ago from St. Louis where my husband and I were both 
born and raised. My husband and I have a three year old little girl, Kennedy. All of our spare 
time is spent with her. We love to explore this great new state we live in.  Most recently I 
worked as a School Counselor at an all boys high school in the St. Louis area. Being back with 
the elementary students has been a lot of fun and I am excited for the year ahead. 

Ms. Hayley Harder, 
Kindergarten Teacher 

I grew up in Highlands Ranch 
and attended Mountain Vista 
High School. I graduated in 2014 
with my undergraduate degree 
in Speech, Language, and 
Hearing Sciences from 
University of Colorado Boulder. I 
worked as a SSN para for the last 

5 years. I finished my Master’s degree in Elementary 
Education this past May and am so excited to finally be in 
my own classroom! I also coach the JV poms team at 
Mountain Vista High School. In my spare time, I love 
spending time with my family, boyfriend, friends, and 
sweet dog, Mia! 

Ms. Brenda Hoover, 4th 
Grade Teacher 

I am so excited to be at 
Trailblazer! I was born and 
raised in Indiana, and went to 
Purdue University. I have also 
lived in Dallas, TX and Tucson, 
AZ. My family moved to 
Highlands Ranch 3 years ago 

and we love it here. My husband works at Lockheed 
Martin and we have a 12 year old son. I have been 
teaching for 15 years! I love teaching fourth grade 
because Colorado history is so interesting. I am a huge 
reader (mainly historical fiction, mystery, and fiction), 
and also enjoy birdwatching, hiking, and cooking. 

Ms. Becky Walker, 5th 
Grade Teacher 

I am extremely excited to join 
the 5th grade team this year. I 
am a Colorado native, and grew 
up in Colorado Springs before I 
moved to Castle Rock with my 
husband, three children, and our 
"zoo" of four-legged family 

members in 2008. In 2013, I graduated with my 
Master's in Education and Literacy Certificate from Regis 
University. After that, I taught 4th grade as well as 
worked as an Intervention Specialist for Middle School 
before joining the Trailblazer family in 2017 as a Literacy 
Interventionist. I love to read, write, go hiking, 
swimming, play Bunco, sing karaoke, go to theatre 
performances, and play games with my family. 

Ms. Bri Anzlovar, 6th 
Grade Teacher 

Hello TBE! My name is Bri 
Anzlovar and this is my 3rd 
year at TBE and my 1st time 
teaching 6th grade. I love 
being a part of this school 
community! In my free time, 
you will find me with my 
fiancé, family, and two dogs. 
I have lived in Colorado my 
entire life and love to be 

outdoors as much as possible. I have enjoyed every 
second of this year so far and am thrilled to continue to 
grow the minds of all the students here at school! 
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HEALTHROOM INSIGHTS 

August Was National Immunization Awareness Month! Is Your 
Family Up to Date on Vaccines? 

National Immunization Awareness Month (NIAM) is an annual observance which highlights the 
importance of getting recommended vaccines throughout your life. You have the power to protect 
yourself and your family against serious diseases with vaccines. 

During NIAM, DCSD encourages you talk to your doctor, nurse, or other healthcare professional to 
ensure you, your child, and your family are up to date on recommended vaccines. We also encourage 
you to visit CDC’s Interactive Vaccine Guide, which provides information on the vaccines 
recommended during pregnancy and throughout your child’s life. 

As your children head back to school this fall, make sure vaccination is at the top of your checklist. 
August is also a key time to make sure you are up to date on all the vaccines you need to stay healthy. 
Use CDC’s adult vaccine assessment tool to see which vaccines might be right for you.  

https://coloradocodeclub.com/class.php?id=11


TBE’s annual Back to School BBQ was a fantastic success thanks to the help of so many dedicated volunteers. We had 
many students from Thunderridge and the TRHS National Honor Society, as well as Ranch View Students (all TBE 
Alumni!) and a few of our own TBE kids running our games and bounce houses. Food was provided by DCSD 
Chalkboard Catering. Families enjoyed a beautiful night outside listening to music, playing games, having fun at the 
photobooth and eating Kona Ice! The best part of the night is always dunking the teachers and principals in the dunk 
tank! Thank you to all who attended and helped. 
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PTO News  

https://www.afw.com/Images/uploaded/Community Page/TBLZR_Invite18.pdf
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– August 

Kindergarten 

       Ms. Dawson                                                   Ms. Horsford                                     Ms. Harder

    Nick Gonzalez                                     Chloe Collins                                      Skyler Sertic 

1st Grade 

           Ms. Prins                        Ms. Heinemann

         Ms. Edgett                                                     Ms. Gleaton                                                Ms. Peachey                                  

3rd Grade 

   Lindsey Bracken             Kaley Rohde  

     Wyatt Wessel                                     Chloe Billings                                  Cayman Bolton  

2nd Grade 

   Hayden Hensley                Dilynn Fose  

          Ms. Henley                             Ms. Tesar                              
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EXPLORERS OF THE MONTH– August 

4th Grade 

           Ms. Casey                                                    Ms. Harris                                               Ms. Walker  

            Ms. Swier                                                    Ms. Faltys                                              Ms. Anzlovar  

5th Grade 

      Sammy Holder                                 Aeris Bolton                               Cody Olmstead     

6th Grade 

                                            Ms. Hoover                                                   Mr. Boligitz  

                                     Dev McGee                                           Ann Tran  

      Rhys Simpson                                    Olivia Wang                                     Jack Gale  



Parent Portal 

 
Click Here to access the parent 
portal. 

Express Online 

Payments 

 
Click here for all TBE/DCSD 

Lunch Menu 

 
Click here to access the 
lunch menu.  
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Quick Links 

http://www.medved.com/
https://www.tbeexplorers.org/parent-portal
https://www.tbeexplorers.org/pay-fees-online
https://www.tbeexplorers.org/lunch-payments-info

